[Postpneumonectomy esophagopleural fistula--successful one-stage repair with omental flap and thoracoplasty].
A 69 year-old man, who had undergone left pneumonectomy for squamous cell carcinoma of the lung 21 months ago, was admitted with a high temperature and chest pain. A diagnosis of empyema was made, and a chest tube was inserted for drainage. Bronchopleural fistula was not noted. Noticing that food was leaking through the drainage tube, a diagnosis of esophagopleural fistula was made radiologically. Surgery was done in October, 1987, after irrigating an empyema space for two months. The fistula was approximately 4 cm below the carina, and it was closed directly. The omentum was sutured around the closed site to reinforce and obliterate the empyema space. Furthermore, additional thoracoplasty was done because the cavity was too large to close only with the omentum. The postoperative course was uneventful. He was able to eat specially prepared foods within 4 weeks, and was discharged on the 60th day after the operation. This patient could possibly be the first case who had undergone an omental flap for the closure of a postpneumonectomy esophagopleural fistula.